A taxonomic revision of the genus Sphenostylis E.Mey. (tribe Phaseoleae) in southern Africa is presented. The genus is distinguishable by its characteristic wedge-shaped, dorsiventrally fl attened style tip. Of the seven known species in the genus, only two, S. angustifolia and S. marginata, occur in South Africa and Swaziland; and the former is endemic to these countries. The two species differ in the size, shape, and venation of the leafl ets; as well as the length of the petiole, peduncle, and pod. A key to the two species is provided and the correct nomenclature, typifi cation, and known geographical distributions are given.
INTRODUCTION
Sphenostylis E.Mey. belongs to the subtribe Phaseolinae of tribe Phaseoleae (Fabaceae). It is named for the wedge-shaped, dorsiventrally fl attened style (from the Greek word spheno = wedge). It is a small genus comprising seven species, all occurring in the tropics and southern parts of the African continent (Gillett et al. 1971; Potter 1992; Schrire 2005) . The Indian species S. bracteata (Baker) Gillett, transferred from Dolichos L. to Sphenostylis by Gillett (1966) , was moved to Nesphostylis Verdc. by based on a cladistic analysis of morphological data. Three species of Sphenostylis are used as food sources in Africa. Sphenostylis stenocarpa (Hochst. ex A.Rich.) Harms is known as African yam bean or girigiri (Burkhill 1995) , and cultivars of this tropical African species are grown for their seeds and tubers in tropical and West Africa. The leaves, fl owers, pods, and seeds of S. schweinfurthii Harms and S. erecta Hutch. ex Baker f. are wild-harvested. The roots of S. erecta are also used as fi sh poison (Potter 1992 ).
Sphenostylis appears to have a close relationship with Nesphostylis with which it shares the dorsiventrally fl attened style tip; but it differs by features of the calyx (Lackey 1981) , the standard petals, and the stamens (Potter 1992) . In Nesphostylis, the inner surface of the calyx is pubescent, standard appendages are present, the base of the vexillary stamen is hooked, and the stamen apices are dilated. None of these characters are present in Sphenostylis. Based mainly on the narrow pods, several botanists including Harvey (1862), Bentham (1865) and Taubert (1894) , relegated Sphenostylis into synonymy with the genus Vigna Savi (Gillett 1966) . Harms (1899) reinstated the genus and expanded it to include related species previously placed in Dolichos and Vigna. Sphenostylis differs from these two genera by its distinctive style tip. Furthermore, Vigna generally has peltate stipules (stipules not peltate in Sphenostylis). In addition, a phylogeny based on molecular data shows that Vigna and Sphenostylis are not as closely related as previously thought, and that Sphenostylis is rather closer to Dolichos and Macrotyloma (Wight & Arn.) Verdc. (Wojciechowski et al. 2004 ). Sphenostylis can be distinguished from Dolichos, Macrotyloma, and Vigna by the absence of appendages on the standard petals (appendages present on the standard petals in the latter three genera).
Sphenostylis is represented in South Africa and Swaziland by two species, namely S. angustifolia Sond. and S. marginata E.Mey.; the former being endemic to the two countries.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Plant material was studied mainly from herbarium specimens housed in JRAU, NH, NU, and PRE (acronyms after Holmgren et al. 1990) ; and also in the fi eld. Habit affi nities are described according to Mucina & Rutherford (2006 Prostrate, climbing (twining), or erect shrubs or perennial herbs, arising from a thick, woody rootstock. Leaves pinnately 3-foliolate ( Figure 1D ); stipules persistent, ovate-lanceolate or ovate-acuminate; leafl ets ovate, elliptic or linear, with four linear stipels, one at the base of each lateral leafl et and two at the base of the terminal one ( Figure 1E ), appressed-pubescent when young but becoming glabrescent with age. Infl orescence: fl owers in congested heads on long peduncles, peduncles much longer than leaves; bracts linear or oblong-lanceolate, small, falling off at a very early stage or absent; bracteoles 2, ovate-lanceolate or oblong-ovate, caducous or persistent. Calyx tube campanulate, bilabiate, the two lobes of the upper lip partially or entirely connate, lobes very short and blunt. Corolla purple, purplish pink, violet, whitish pink, or yellow; standard suborbicular, symmetrical or twisted ( Figure 1A & 1G) with 2 infl exed auricles, but without appendages, with well-developed, channelled claw; wings obliquely obovate, eared near base, with short linear claw; keel incurved, ± concaveconvex beaked, with short linear claw. Androecium diadelphous (with 9 stamens fused into a tube, vexillary stamen free), 5 basifi xed anthers alternating with 5 dorsifi xed anthers. Ovary narrowly oblong, pubescent, 3-12-ovuled; style penicillate below the stigma; stigma dorsiventrally fl attened, ciliate on the margins ( Figures   1B & 1C) . Fruit linear, compressed, twisting after dehiscence, glabrescent to densely silky, with persistent style at tip ( Figure 1F ), 2-several-seeded, dehiscent. Seeds oblong, uniformly black or brown to reddish brown speckled black, minutely papillose ( Figure 1H ). Note: the Zeyher specimen in the Sonder Herbarium in S is chosen as lectotype because this is probably the specimen that Sonder used in his description. The twig on the left is chosen because it bears a fl ower and some immature fruits. Curiously Potter (in sched.) chose the Zeyher specimen in K as lectotype but this choice was apparently never published.
Erect suffrutex, rarely climbing and twining, muchbranched, up to 0.5 m tall, spreading. Leafl ets oblong or linear-lanceolate, 30-60 × (7-)10-19 mm; petiole 8-16 mm long; stipules ovate-acuminate, 3.5-5.0 × 2-3 mm. Infl orescences subumbellate axillary racemes; peduncles (55-)75-115 mm long, with 2-4 fl owers; fl owers pink or purple, with a whitish or yellowish centre, 12-25 mm long; bracts linear, ± 1.5 mm long, caducous; bracteoles ovate-lanceolate, 2.0-2.5 × ± 1.5 mm, persistent. Calyx sparsely pubescent, with ± equal lips, upper lip 6-8 mm long, lower lip 6-8 mm long; lobes rounded, those of the upper lip joined for almost their entire length. Corolla pinkish red; standard suborbicular, 15-25 × 15-26 mm, glabrous; wings obovate, 14-24 × 4-7 mm, without surface sculpturing, apex rounded; keel falcate, 14-24 × 6-10 mm, apex rounded, pocket absent. Ovary 9-13 mm long, linear-oblong. Fruit linear, 55-85 × 5-6 mm, glabrescent, many-seeded. Seeds reniform, ± 7 × ± 4 mm, brown, reddish brown speckled black, or uniformly black (Figure 2 (1994) , Sphenostylis angustifolia appears to have close affi nities with S. zimbabweensis R.Mithen, which is restricted to the Highlands of Zimbabwe. The two species share the deciduous bracts and the persistent bracteoles. Sphenostylis zimbabweensis is, however, differentiated by the more prostrate growth form (as opposed to the erect growth form of S. angustifolia), and the broader, ovate to elliptic leafl ets (leafl ets narrower and oblong to linear-lanceolate in S. angustifolia). Sphenostylis angustifolia can be distinguished from S. marginata by the narrower leafl ets and the much shorter petioles, peduncles, and pods (dimensions are given in the key). 
Distribution and habitat: Sphenostylis angustifolia

Additional specimens examined
Note: although the P specimen which bears an original Drège label with locality details corresponding exactly to those given in the prognosis as well as Meyer's handwriting ('mihi') would have been more appropriately selected as lectotype, designation of the K specimen as the holotype constitutes effective lectotypifi cation (Art. 9.8).
Prostrate suffrutex with twining stems up to 1.5 m long, arising from a woody rootstock. Leafl ets ovate, elliptic or oblong, 45-110(-125) × 20-40(-45) mm; petiole (15-)50-70 mm long; stipules oblong-lanceolate or ovate, 3-7 × 2-4 mm. Infl orescence pseudo-umbellate, axillary raceme, long-stalked; peduncles 220-300 mm long, few-fl owered; fl owers mauve, 14-16 mm long; bracts oblong-lanceolate, ± 1.5 mm long, caducous, bracteoles ovate-lanceolate, 2-3 × 1.5-2.0 mm, persistent. Calyx pubescent, lobes rounded, with equal lips, upper and lower lips 5-6 mm long, lobes of upper lip joined for almost their entire length. Corolla pinkish red; standard broadly obovate, 13-17 × 14-23 mm, glabrous; wings obovate, deep purplish pink 10-17 × 4-6 mm, without surface sculpturing, apex rounded; keel ± equal to wings, 12-18 × 4-6 mm, paler or white, apex rounded, pocket absent. Ovary 10-15 mm long, linearoblong. Fruit linear, 95-120 × 4-8 mm, glabrescent, 5-8-seeded. Seeds reniform, ± 5.0 × ± 3.5 mm, brown or reddish brown speckled black (Figure 4 ). Flowering time: Nov.-Feb.
Diagnostic characters: Sphenostylis marginata differs from S. angustifolia in having broader leafl ets and longer petioles, peduncles, and pods (see key for dimensions). Verdcourt (1970) posed a narrow view of S. marginata by limiting the species concept to subsp. marginata (the other two subspecies were excluded). Sphenostylis marginata subsp. erecta was restored to species level and subspecies obtusifolia was transferred to S. erecta (as subspecies). 
Distribution and habitat: Sphenostylis marginata
